
“RISK ASSESSMENT – UNDERSTANDING THE CHIEF OFFICER’S ROLE”

                             By: Deputy Chief W illiam Shouldis

                                 Philadelphia Fire Department 

      W illiam Shouldis is a Deputy Chief and has over 33 years with the 

Philadelphia Fire Department . He is currently the command officer of the 

downtown high-rise district. He has served as the Director of Training, 

Department’s Safety Officer and worked directly for the Fire Chief on labor 

relation and accountability issues. He is an adjunct instructor at the National 

Fire Academy in Emmitsburg Md. in both the resident and field programs.

Mr. Shouldis has a Bachelor’s Degree in Fire Science Administration from  

Holy Family University and a Master’s Degree in Public Safety from St. 

Joseph’s University. 

Chief Shouldis’ articles have been published in several trade journals and he

was a technical writer for Delmar’ Publications’ very popular  “Firefighter’s 

Handbook” .  Shouldis is a member of the Fire Engineering Advisory Board 
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